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Where intermittent kilns can be left long enough to cool
sufficiently for a boy to enter before drawing, it will be
found advantageous to pick off the underburnt portions
generally to be found on the surface of the clinker, and
remove them ready for reburning. If these underburnt
portions are drawn in the ordinary way along with the
well-burnt clinker, they are always crushed up more or less
in falling down with the rest of the mass, and are there-
fore much more difficult to pick out than if removed from
the surface in the first instance. Although desirable, this
method involves some loss of time, it being more general to
commence drawing the kilns before the fire has quite died
out on the top of the clinker, provided, of course, that the
slurry in the chamber is sufficiently dry to enable such a
course to be pursued.
With the vertical type of kiln it is impossible to avoid
the presence of a small portion of underburnt material in
the kiln, and this should be carefully picked out and thrown
aside to be recalcined. Boys are generally employed to
pick out this "half-burnt," " pink," or "slack," to give it its
various names, as it is thrown up into the wagons or
barrows by the drawers. Some firms who recognise the
importance of eliminating the underburnt as far as possible,
go to the expense of erecting a short length of broad
conveyor trays or travelling tables, about 18 inches wide,
leading from a hopper to the crushers. The clinker is
tipped from the wagons or barrows into the hopper,
whence the conveyor carries it forward in a steady stream
to the crushers, and a boy is stationed on each side of the
table to pick out any underburnt pieces that there may be
in the clinker. This arrangement not only affords every
facility for thoroughly eliminating every particle of" slack,"
but also provides a fairly uniform rate of feed to the
crushing machinery.